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Reflective Writing Resumes  

We are all writers, Pat Schneider says. Sometimes 

our writing is conversation, words written on the 

air. Sometimes we put the words on a page. 

(Writing Alone and With Others and How the 

Light Gets In: Writing as a Spiritual Practice)  

Suleika Jaouad says she writes about the has 

been, the yet to be, and the now. 

On Monday evenings and Tuesday mornings, we 

do that too in our reflective writing sessions. 

We don’t have to consider ourselves writers to 

come to Writing Our Lives, and we don’t have to 

share what we write, but we always offer the invi-

tation. Listening intently to the words of others is 

part of the practice. We write about grief, grati-

tude, grace, or anything else that matters to us. 

We write to prompts, letting a song, a poem, an 

article, a word lead us. 

Reflective writing sessions return in January, Feb-

ruary and March. Kay Windsor will lead sessions 

on Tuesday mornings from 10 -11:30 in the Ban-

quet Room on January 27, February 24 and 

March 17. 

Kristin Berrier will lead Writing Our Lives ses-

sions on Monday evenings from 6 - 7:30 p.m. in 

the Alpha Chapel at Bethania (next to the visitors 

center). January 19, February 16 and March 23 

are the Monday evening dates. 

Come to all six sessions or come to some morn-

ing and some evening sessions. Bring your favor-

ite notebook or journal and a pen. Expect to find a 

peaceful setting in which to reflect and write to 

prompts. 

Please contact Kay Windsor (336-692-8529) or 

Kristin Berrier (336-940-7883) for questions and 

to let them know you plan to be present. 

Attention Committees! 

As we begin the New Year, it’s time to update the 

church calendar with all ministry meeting sched-

ules. No assumptions are being made this year—

please notify the church office of your meeting 

days and times so we can keep our calendar ac-

curate and helpful for everyone. 



 

Bells of Joy Ministry News  

Greetings, Everyone, with Joy for the New 

Year.  I wanted to take a newsletter opportunity to 

thank our ever faithful bell ringers who retired 

from service this past 2025 season.  Michael 

Crane is one of those retirees.  He rang in our 

bass clef with some of the very largest bells the 

church owns for eight years.  He has written his 

own “testimonial” below, but I wanted to add just 

an extra comment to Michael’s time with the 

Bells of Joy Ministry.   

After my first year of directing bells at New 

Philly, I could see a need for the bell choir size to 

grow.  Marie Rodden suggested I reach out to Mi-

chael, as she knew he had been in a bell choir at a 

previous church.   

In August of that year my phone call to Michael 

began like this:  “Hi Michael, this is Terri Queen 

from the church, hope you are doing well.”   

Michael responded, “thank you for calling, but I 

must say up front, I really don’t like playing 

bells.....”  Oh my I thought, now where will I go 

with this conversation?  However, by the end, 

Michael agreed to come help us and would stay 

through October.  He was a perfect fit for us – 

faithful presence, friendly to everyone, good 

sense of humor and a willingness to learn.   

After a few weeks, we were already working on 

Christmas music and I “think” Michael was really 

feeling a part of the bell choir as he told me he 

would stay and get us through Christmas.  Then a 

few months later, after the very last Christmas 

Eve service, he and I were walking down the hall 

to the bell room and Michael said “you know, I 

think we could do a better job on the Hallelujah 

Chorus next year.”  I smiled to myself thinking, 

okay, that was just a commitment to stay – and 

stay Michael did – for 8 years of ringing with the 

Bells of Joy Ministry.  He is really much more 

versatile than his testimonial below lets on – as 

he not only played our largest bells, he also 

played our very smallest bells for multiple vide-

oed performances during the COVID year.   

If any of you had the opportunity to view any past 

bell anthems on the church’s YouTube channel, 

you will easily see how Michael not only rang 

well, but also mastered all the various techniques 

and skills required to ring our lowest octave of 

bells and chimes.   

Michael always worked incredibly behind the 

scenes in support of the many aspects that are 

needed to prosper along a thriving bell minis-

try.  He even co-served with Nancy Holland as 

our rehearsal devotion giver for many years and 

sometimes led us in prayer in some of the prayer 

concerns from within our group as well as church 

needs/concerns and those from families and 

friends.  We were always uplifted by heartfelt de-

votionals, uplifting words of wisdom and spiritu-

ally led prayers.  Michael Crane was a tremen-

dous asset to the Bells of Joy Ministry and we re-

main ever grateful for all he shared of himself 

during those many years.  Thank you Michael!  

A Bell Players Testimonial 

One of the reasons I find worshiping and serving 

at New Philadelphia is that I like good music, and 

by good music I mean music that is done 

well.  From the band prelude to the organ, to the 

choir and various worship ensembles to the bell 

choir, at New Philadelphia we get “good music/

music done well.   

Before I came to this church, I had been a pastor 

in a church with a very small bell choir and be-



 

fore I even played with 

them, I noticed that if 

you want to see a group 

of adults really concen-

trating on something, 

watch a bell choir at 

work.  That is some se-

rious concentration, 

That is what it takes to 

do the counting and turn 

that into the signals 

from your brain to your 

arm and wrist so that 

the bell actually rings at 

the right moment - and 

then, of course, smiling 

so that it looks effort-

less. 

When Terri found out 

that I had previously played bells, (even tho’ my 

experience was minuscule) she invited me to join 

the Bells of Joy.  The invitation was to play some 

of the bass bells.  I explained that my musical ex-

perience was all treble clef and that I did not even 

know the names of the notes on the bass 

clef.  Terri explained that just counting and know-

ing my right hand from my left and knowing red 

from blue (because she would mark my bell notes 

with red or blue pencils) that I had what it takes 

to get started. Okay, I agreed to give it a try. 

Well, I played in the bells for 8 years and until I 

retired just before my 9th season, Terri was still 

marking my music, because I never did get the 

hang of reading the bass clef, and if you were to 

point to a particular space or line and ask me the 

name of the note that goes there, I couldn’t tell 

you.   

So, why did I stay for as long as I did?  Three rea-

sons: First - Terri is an 

excellent director and 

teacher.  She knows 

what she needs to deliv-

er and knows how to 

get us all there.  She 

will select music that is 

within our ability or just 

a small enough stretch 

that we can all improve 

without embarrassing 

ourselves.  She will 

mark the music for you 

and set up a private ses-

sion with you if you 

need extra help and will 

encourage you every 

step of the way.  Second 

- Bells of Joy is not just 

a performance group.  They are a ministry.  We 

minister to each other, praying for each other and 

whatever concerns each of us.  We take a turn in 

supporting other ministries at New Philadelphia 

like signing up to fill the Blessing Box, support-

ing the 12 days of Christmas projects, supporting 

the Cancer Benevolence Fund, etc.  Third - Any 

group that works together to bring something spe-

cial to enhance an experience of worship gets to 

enjoy each others’ company and gets to have fun 

doing it.  That’s my story and I’m sticking to 

it!  Maybe you can count, know your right hand 

from your left, and red from blue and are looking 

for a place to plug in and make a contribution to 

worship at New Philadelphia and have fun doing 

it.  Talk to Terri, she’s the one smiling in front of 

that group of adults concentrating harder than 

they ever have on anything else in their 

lives.  You’ll be glad you did. ~ Michael Crane 

Michael—Easter Bell Performance 2024 



 

Men ’s Fellowship Breakfast  

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast is held on the 

first Friday of each month (unless otherwise  

noted), 7:30 a.m. sharp, in the Banquet Room.  

Looking ahead—mark your calendar for break-

fast on February 6  and March 6 

Enjoy a hearty home-style breakfast prepared by 

the Men's Fellowship cooking crew. Hear from 

informative and inspirational speakers from, but 

not limited to, the Moravian community. Be on 

your way to start your day around 8:00 a.m. or 

stick around for more fellowship with our clean-

up crew. All are welcome!  

There is no set charge for breakfast, but donations 

are appreciated. Plan to join us any first Friday 

and bring a friend. It’s a great way to wrap-up the 

week and to begin a new month!   

We are gearing up for some additional Men’s  

Fellowship events in the months ahead such as  

helping with some projects around the church, 

and a retreat.  

Please contact Pastor Paul if you are interested in 

helping to coordinate or participate in these  

opportunities. 

Bible Recap  

Bible Recap has resumed! Meet us in the Friend-

ship Room on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Reach 

out to Susan Stockwell with any questions 

Book Club News  

All are invited to join the New Philly Mostly 

Southern Writers book club! We meet the third 

Thursday of each month at 6pm in the Friendship 

room. Our meetings typically last about an hour: 

You can attend  in person or by Zoom. For more 

information please call or email: Jerrie Andrews  

336.926.1748 jerrieandrews@icloud.com 

Church members and non-church members are 

welcome to attend. Here is the list of upcoming 

reads for the Book Club through Summer 2026: 

January 15 Good Dirt  by Charmaine Wilkerson 

February 19 The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon 

March 19 The Emperor of Gladness by Ocean 

Vuong 

April 16 Fox by Joyce Carol Oats 

May 21 All the Forgivenesses by Elizabeth Har-

dinger 

June 18 The Jackal’s Mistress by Chris Bohjalian 

July 16 The Enigma Affair by Charlie Lovett 

August 20 Before We Were Yours by Lisa Win-

gate 

 



Unity Prayer Watch

Get our your smartphone and scan the QR code to 

sign up for time slots assigned to New Philadel-

phia for the Unity Prayer Watch. If you do not 

have a smartphone but have computer access, you 

may use this link: https://volunteersignup.org/

HTD7T If you have questions about the Prayer 

Watch, reach out to Pastor Paul Stutzman. 

Baking Sessions

Bake for H.O.P.E (Help Our People Eat) Let’s 

come together and make a difference through 

baking and fellowship. Join us in the main kitch-

en on Saturday, January 17 at 10 a.m. and 

March 21 at 10 a.m. (February date to be an-

nounced soon) as we prepare baked goods to sup-

port H.O.P.E. and bless our community. Everyone 

is welcome—no baking experience needed. 

Reach out to Carol Crooks if you have any ques-

tions. 

Kids ’ Corral

Where kids & faith ride together! For 1st–5th 

graders, Kids’ Corral is a fun and faith‑building 

evening filled with Bible time, games, dinner, and 

music. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of 

each month in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30–

7:00 p.m. Want to make a difference? Reach out 

to Rachel Paden to learn about opportunities to 

serve—you can provide dinner or help with activ-

ities alongside the kids. 

Save the Date

https://volunteersignup.org/HTD7T
https://volunteersignup.org/HTD7T




Financial Report as of November 2025 

Annual Budget ........................................ $857,062 

Expenses to date ..................................... $804,064 

Income to date ........................................ $718,869 

Shortage to date ...................................... $85,195 

Disbursed in month 

Building/Equipment repairs ................... $15,656 

Christian Education/Youth ....................... $1,783 

Cleaning expenses .................................... $3,987 

Grounds .................................................... $1,695 

Insurance .................................................. $2,367 

Kitchen/Custodial supplies ......................... $913 

Library ........................................................... $42 

Music ............................................................. $13 

Nursery ........................................................ $207 

Office Expenses/Web Access ................... $2,187 

Stewardship ................................................. $241 

Pastoral Staff-Salary, Travel, Housing, 

Pension, Ins. ........................................... $18,375 

Provincial Contributions ........................ $12,024 

Requested items .......................................... $423 

Staff-Salaries, Social Security, Ins. ........ $30,712 

Utilities ..................................................... $6,066 

Total for month ....................................... $96,691 

Designated Funds Report

Anne Chadwick Band Fund ...................... $10,182 

Band Fund ................................................... $7,871 

Martha Saturn Bells of Joy ....................... $14,250 

Benevolences .............................................. $2,365 

Building Fund ........................................... $51,626 

Bus Fund ........................................................ $514 

Cancer Benevolence ................................. $12,097 

Capital Improvements ............................... $14,214 

Elizabeth Windsor Scholarship Fund ....... $28,518 

Iobst-Gray Missions Fund ........................ $12,636 

Lamb Ministry ............................................... $400 

Laurel Ridge Projects Fund ........................ $5,745 

Lewis Ministerial Student Aid Fund ........... $5,200 

Michael Crotts Technology Fund ............. $11,429 

Music Fund ................................................. $3,829 

Open Door Outreach ...................................... $628 

South Fork Ministry .................................... $4,030 

Youth Fund .................................................. $1,942 

Youth Missions Fund .................................. $5,535 

Contact Donna Wright, our Finance Manager, or 
David Tickle, our Trustee Chairperson, if you 
have any questions regarding the Financial Re-
port. 



January

1 Melissa Holt 

2 Harold Renfro 

3 Mary Jane Pickard 

3 Beth Gerringer 

4 Marilyn Mankins 

5 Dave Mitchell 

6 Alan Barber 

7 Pamela Rabon 

7 Elaine Donald 

7 Mike Saunders 

9 Jan Ledwith 

9 Mike Sloan 

10 Elle Windemuller 

10 Cynthia Fearrington 

10 Mark Thomas 

11 Kyle Greenwood 

11 Annette Robinson 

12 Robin Tesh 

12 Allen Queen

15 Charlotte Henshaw 

15 Jack Bodenhamer 

15 Rowan Key 

16 Daniel Reagan 

16 Campbell Pitts 

16 Melvin Robinson 

16 Duncan Fraser 

17 David Teague 

17 Judy Knopf 

19 Barbara Clore 

19 Nancy Holland 

19 Russell Burris 

20 David Reagan 

21 Anderson Henshaw 

21 Karen Popp 

21 Patricia Vaughan 

22 Sarah MacReynolds 

23 Mary Hansley 

24 Nancy Craver 

25 Paul Phillips 

26 James Moose 

28 Pam Williard 

29 Evon Crooks 

30 Sandra Gray 

30 Carol Garber 

31 Chris Rogers 

31 Charles Greenwood 

31 Lou Jackson 

31 David Tickle 

February

1 Miranda Vaden 

1 Margaret Greenwood 

2 Caroline Gee 

3 Tiffany Henshaw 

3 Carol Russell 

3 Lorena Gray 

4 Cindi Jones 

4 Julie Mock 

5 Kim Chrysson 

7 Elayne Green 

8 Darlene Reinhardt 

9 John Bryant 

10 Rick Green 

10 Bill Ray 

11 Jerry Bumgardner 

11 Samuel Spach 

12 Jason Kincaid 

12 Gaylan Dull 

13 Marla Sparks 

13 Dawn Fink 

13 Elaine Land 

14 Woody Clore 

15 Charles Saylor 



 

16 Scott Bauer 

17 Norma Goslen 

17 Frankie Oates 

18 Damon Vega 

20 Curtis Whisenhunt 

23 Sharon Beatty 

25 Brook Foltz 

26 Carol Crooks 

26 Dick Rodden 

27 Susan Mitchell 

27 Cheryl Taylor 

28 Billy Newsom 

29 Andi Underdal 

29 Alisa Rothrock 

March  

1 Jennifer Nelson 

2 Gracie Burris 

2 Suzanne Bellomy 

5 Preston Corbett 

6 Noah Macemore 

6 Nancy Glander 

6 Annalee Spach 

7 Vicky Poindexter 

7 Molly MacReynolds 

8 Stacey Smith 

9 Jerrie Andrews 

9 Bob Rustad 

10 Kira Cox 

11 Dave Blum 

11 Greg Mulholland 

11 Tony Ebert 

12 Dan Franklin 

12 Eric Bradley 

12 Maurene Franklin 

13 Betsy Reagan 

15 Melissa Evans 

15 Donna Mulholland 

16 Beverly Revels 

18 Ann Corbett 

18 Clay Poindexter 

19 Abby Johnson 

20 Cathie Alexander 

20 Blake Woods 

21 Nancy Hoover 

22 Phil Wynne 

22 Victor Pauca 

23 Bill Wood 

24 Sarah Huddleston 

25 Sandy Jones 

26 Julie Parks 

26 Ann Foster 

27 Mary Lou Goings 

27 Beverly Jones 

28 Cody Snow 

28 John Geis 

29 Gene Self 

30 Erline Wright 

31 Kirsten Davis 


